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ABOUT THE ARTIST

The paintings of Zdenek SORF, a Prague artist, express his discon-
tent with and criticism of the official arts of the communist regime.
Like many artists of his generation, he was seeking new avenues of
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O UMELCI

Maliiska tvorba prazského umélce Zdeiika Sorfa vyristala v ptiro-
zené generacni nespokojenosti a kriti¢nosti vii¢i oficidlnimu uméni
komunistického rezimu. Je pochopitelné, ze Zdenék Sorf v 90. letech
dokonce zaloZil svou soukromou 3kolu, kde vychoval fadu zaku,
ktefi dospéli az k akademickému studiu. Postupné se vyviji Sorfiv
vlastni umélecky styl, ktery jiz od samého poc¢atku mé radu vrstev,
jemnych odstinu vyrazu.

V prvni etapé vyvoje, tj. zhruba v letech 1991-1995 miizeme sle-
dovat v malitském dile Zderika Sorfa pievazujici tendenci figurace
hard - edge, coz se projevuje zejména v psychologizaci véci, kdy se

expression. He was passionate to share his visions, and in 1990 he
began teaching young people while at the same time he was find-
ing his own unique voice as an artist.

In his first stage of development (1990 to 1995) Sorf focused on
the beauty of common everyday objects. He wanted to express
the poetic character of things, often combining poetry with his
painting. In doing so, he was paying his respects to the spirit of
Poeticism - the 1920's and 1930 s avant-garde of Czech art. In
what he sees as his next stage of development, magical realism
(1995 to the present) he joins a human body and canine head. He
calls this the new synthesis. Some of these works are an homage to
Velasquez, Botero and Piero della Francesca. Many are covered in
handwriting and again combine art and poetry. Sorf is one of the
most original and extraordinary talents to emerge from Eastern
Europe onto the international art scene.

Zdenek Sorf is classified as an alien of extraordinary ability in the
field of arts, an artist whose style is very unique and exceptional.
He does not copy any particular master painter, rather paints
in a style which is uniquely his own. Through his paintings he
expresses the poetic character of things, combining poetry and
painting the spirit of poeticism. Sorf seeks mysterious reality in
his technological motifs depicting objects of everyday life, cold-
ness mingling with hallucinations in the color shades of things.
He applies figurative multiplication; i.e. he arranges figures or ob-
jects in a parallel composition, painting a variety of subject s such
as animals, fruits, still life, using oil on canvas or linen.

Zdenek Sorf‘s paintings were first in EXPO CENTRE RAPID
GALLERY in Prague, Czech Republic in 1991. Since that time, his
paintings have been exhibited in various other art galleries

in Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Belgium, Kuwait, Holland
and Beverly Hills, Chicago, San Francisco, Santa Fe, New York,
Los Angeles, San Diego. In 1996, he was awarded the prize of
Masaryk by the Academy of Arts, Prague, Czech Republic and
1999 he was awarded Franz Kafka Medal, European Circle Franz
Kafka, Prague, Czech Republic. I believe Mr. Sorf is an artist of
extraordinary imagination, skill and creativity.

Magical realism reflects the neosurrealistic concept of non - con-
sciousness, a free stream of imagination without a sense of con-
trol, vision being its magical component. Sorf developed

a mysterious reality using technological mot ifs that depict com-
mon subjects. By depriving them of their contents, he changes the
context of life and emphasizes the poetic character of painting.
In new synthesis, Zdenek Sorf is influenced by other masters...
mysterious paintings that redefine Velasquez and Botero. The spa-
cious, suggestive canvases concentrate our view on a figure that
has a dog’s head expressing such humanity that we trust and love
this being. Sorf divides large areas of some of the paintings with
letters or numbers, dramatically bridging the new and the old.
The Prague artist non - aggressively shows us an involved obser-
vation mixed with light irony.

Prof. Dr. Miroslav Klivar, CSc.
Member of the Americn Aesthetic Association
[For talk show orz CBS 2, KRLA talk show with Kelly Lange]
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védomi a nevédomi chové kompenza¢né ve smyslu sebe regulu-
jictho systému, jak to osvétlil Jung. Sorf hled4 tajuplnou realitu
ve svych technickych motivech zobrazujicich vSedni véci ze Zivo-
ta, chlad se misi s halucinacemi v barevnych ténech véci. Autor
vydéluje véci z obsahového kontextu Zivota, ale vylucuje iluzivni
klam. Na rozdil od pojeti hard - edge ve svété viak nejde cestou
agresivniho pojeti naturalistické figurace, neusiluje o provokaci,
odliduje se od naturalistického iluzionismu, protoze jako cesky
malif chce vyjadFit poesii véci, spojuje basnictvi a malifstvi v du-
chu poetismu- avantgardy 20. a 30. let v ¢eském uméni. Uplatiiuje
figurativni multiplikaci, tj. Fadi v paralelni kompozici figury nebo
véci, rusi perspektivni pojeti prostoru a dava prednost nekone¢-
nému pojeti prostorovych pland. Konkrétné: uplatiiuje symboly
¢erného pozadi ve hmotach (nyktomorfni symboly), nebo bilé
pozadi. Setkdme se vlastné s archetypalnim pojetim estetického
Casu: Cas je temny, protoZe je iraciondlni a nendvratny... Neut-
rélni barevnost je ¢astym prostfedkem malifského vidéni v prvni
etapé umélcova vyvoje. Ale i ¢ervena barva s ¢ernou se navza-
jem misi, jakoby si vyméfiovaly misto, jakoby vibrovaly. Lidské
figury jsou komponovany v grotesknich situacich, moment ironie
a grotesky je typicky pro ¢eskou novou figuraci a tedy i pro Zden-
ka Sorfa.

Ve druhé etapé jeho vyvoje prevazuje vedle pokracujici hard -
edge figurace pfedeviim magicky realismus, v ném? je vyraznou
slozkou neosurrealistické pojeti nevédomi, volny tok piedstav bez
kontroly rozumu a je také magicka slozka vize. Spojeni lidského
téla a zvifecich hlav je fascinujici dekompozice figury a soucas-
né nova syntéza absurdniho snu. Sorf na rozdil od stylii ve svété
neuplatiuje viak viibec Zanrovou manipulaci scénického typu, je
mu cizi brutalita $karedosti a nema rad elitaské klisé. Groteskni
gestika je jednou z dominantnich hodnot v jeho obrazech, po-
dobné jako u Botera. Nékde v samych zakladech tohoto nézoru
zni skryté pop ikonografie typu hard - core. Sorf umi spojovat
staromistrovskou techniku a malifsky nazor klasikii malby s gro-
teskou. Pro Sorfa je typicky absurdni sen, vtahuje motivy do non-
sensu. Kdybychom v této souvislosti chtéli citovat Jungovo pojeti
snu jako ,spontanniho sebeprojevu aktudlniho stavu nevédomi
v symbolickém vyrazu...“ , nestacilo by to zdaleka vysvétlit Sor-
fovu estetiku individualné mytického surrealismu. Musime se
inspirovat modernéj$imi teoriemi v chimérické psychologii. A tu
se ndm zdé adekvatnéjsi vyjadtent estetiky Sorfovych obrazii ve
druhé etapé jeho vyvoje jako ,snéni o snéni®.

V prvni i druhé etapé vyvoje malby se Sorf inspiruje lettrismem
v déjindch uméni, avsak hledd svou cestu. Na rozdil od estetiky
lettrismu nepracuje s izolovanymi sémantickymi a asémantic-
kymi prvky, nybrz voli formu pisma psaného rukou v dopisech
a pokryvd zna¢nou plochu figur, s volnym pfesahem do prostoru.
Jde spise o vypravujici styl pisma. Mohli bychom konstatovat, ze
prozai¢nost pisma je vyraznd. Tento ,prozaicky styl“ je typicky
pro estetiku Zdeiika Sorfa. Prévé toto pojeti a uplatnéni pisma
v obraze souvisi nesporné s autorovymi snahami o ¢eskou po-
eti¢nost, nebot je projevem basnické metafory v malbé. Cesky
poetismus jako syntéza basnictvi a malifstvi tu zni jako hudba!
Otekavame dalsi impulsy v malifské tvorbé Zdenka Sorfa, nebot
mu véfime jako malifi!
Prof. Dr. Miroslav Klivar, Csc.
Clen americké estetické spolecnosti
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